
Balls Lost or Out of Bounds: Alternative to Stroke and Distance:  

 A new Local Rule will now be available in January 2019, permitting committees to allow golfers the 

option to drop the ball in the vicinity of where the ball is lost or out of bounds (including the nearest 

fairway area),  Under a two-stroke penalty.  

It addresses concerns raised at the club level about the negative impact on pace of play when a player 

is required to go back under stroke and distance. The Local Rule is not intended for higher levels of 

play, such as professional or elite level competitions. (Key change:  this is a new addition to support 

pace of play) 

 

 


